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Subpart A—General Provisions

§1491.1 Applicability.

(a) The regulations in this part set
forth policies, procedures, and require-
ments for program implementation of
the Farm and Ranch Lands Protection
Program as administered by the Nat-
ural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS). FRPP cooperative agreements
and easements signed on or after May
16, 2003, will be administered according
to 7 CFR part 1491.

(b) The NRCS Chief may implement
FRPP in any of the 50 States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, Guam, the Virgin Is-
lands of the United States, American
Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands.

§1491.2 Administration.

(a) The regulations in this part will
be administered under the general su-
pervision and direction of the NRCS
Chief.

(b) NRCS shall— (1) Provide overall
program management and implementa-
tion leadership for FRPP;

(2) Develop, maintain, and ensure
that policies, guidelines, and proce-
dures are carried out to meet program
goals and objectives;

(3) Ensure that the FRPP share of
the cost of an easement or other deed
restrictions in eligible land shall not
exceed 50 percent of the appraised fair
market value of the conservation ease-
ment;

(4) Determine land and entity eligi-
bility;

(5) Ensure a conservation plan is de-
veloped in accordance with 7 CFR part
12;

(6) Make funding decisions and deter-
mine allocations of program funds;

(7) Coordinate with the Office of the
General Counsel (OGC) to ensure the
legal sufficiency of the cooperative
agreement and the easement deed or
other legal instrument;
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(8) Sign and monitor cooperative
agreements for the CCC with the se-
lected entity;

(9) Monitor and ensure conservation
plan compliance with highly erodible
land and wetland provisions in accord-
ance with 7 CFR part 12; and

(10) Provide leadership for estab-
lishing, implementing, and overseeing
administrative processes for ease-
ments, easement payments, and admin-
istrative and financial performance re-
porting.

() NRCS may enter into cooperative
agreements with eligible entities to as-
sist NRCS with implementation of this
part.

§1491.3 Definitions.

The following definitions may be ap-
plicable to this part:

Agricultural uses are defined by the
State’s Purchase of Development
Rights (PDR) program, or where no
PDR program exists, agricultural uses
should be defined by the State agricul-
tural use assessment program. (If the
Agency finds that a State definition of
agriculture is so broad that an included
use could lead to the degradation of
soils, NRCS reserves the right to im-
pose greater deed restrictions on the
property than allowable under that
State definition of agriculture in order
to protect topsoil.)

Chief means the Chief of NRCS,
USDA.

Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) is
a Government-owned and operated en-
tity that was created to stabilize, sup-
port, and protect farm income and
prices. CCC is managed by a Board of
Directors, subject to the general super-
vision and direction of the Secretary of
Agriculture, who is an ex-officio direc-
tor and chairperson of the Board. CCC
provides the funding for FRPP, and
NRCS administers FRPP on its behalf.

Conservation Easement means a vol-
untary, legally recorded restriction, in
the form of a deed, on the use of prop-
erty, in order to protect resources such
as agricultural lands, historic struc-
tures, open space, and wildlife habitat.

Conservation Plan is the document
that—

(1) Applies to highly erodible crop-
land;
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